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f. W. Boreham and Company 


The Australian Baptist reports that our most 
famous Baptist essayist, F. W. Boreham, has 
just completed sixty years in the ministry. Greet- 
ings to him! That cannot help recall something 
which happened to eleven prominent Baptist 
leaders twenty-seven years ago one afternoon in 
beautiful Yorkminister Church, the Baptist cathe- 
dral of Canada. 

At the fourth Baptist world congress, held in 
| Toronto in 1928, these men were honored with 

doctorates by McMaster University, at a special 
convocation: Tsih Ching Bau, China; Frank Wil- 
liam Boreham, Australia; John James North, New 
Zealand; John Edgar Ennals, South Africa; Henry 
Charles Mander, Bristol, England; Thomas Phil- 
lips, London, England; John Thomas Forbes, 
Scotland; Friederich Wilhelm Simoleit, Germany; 
James Allan Francis, Los Angeles, California; 
John Hope, Atlanta, Georgia; and George Wash- 
ington Truett, Dallas, Texas. 

At least four of these men are still living: 
Bau, Boreham, Ennals, and Simoleit, representing 
four different continents. Of these Dr. Ennals of 
South Africa plans to attend the Golden Jubilee 
Congress in London this summer. He is to give 
the opening prayer. Dr. Ennals has been a 
member of the BWA Executive Committee. 

Dr. Bau, a vice-president of the Alliance from 
1928 to 1934, is reported to be active in his Mas- 
ter’s work in China. Dr. Simoleit, likewise a 
Vice-president from 1928-34, is living at Neurip- 
pin, in the Soviet-occupied zone of Germany, and 
is still well and active. Dr. Boreham, now living 
in a suburb of Melbourne, and well into his 
tighties, is still preaching and writing. His 
charming books of essays are still being reprinted 
aid sold in various English-speaking countries, 
and no person who has read a book like A Bunch 
of Everlastings can wonder at it. 

A word about two or three of the others: Dr. 
Phillips was the Welshman who delivered the 


is} famous Congress sermon on “Grace and Glory” 


atthe Philadelphia Congress in 1911. Dr. Truett 
| gave the Congress sermon at the third Congress, 
Stockholm, 1923. He was BWA president, 1934-39. 
Dr. North’s son, the Rev. Lawrence A. North, 
of Wellington, New Zealand, is to give the key- 
f Wte address at the Jubilee Congress this year. 
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Official Program Completed in London 


The general secretary of the Alliance left Wash- 
ington March 28 for London where he spent the 
first days of April, working with the local Con- 
gress committee in the preparation of the copy 
for the printed program for the Jubilee Congress 
July 16-22. A copy of this program as of April 7 
was air-mailed to editors of Baptist papers and 
magazines around the world. 


BWA President Visits Hungary 


President F. Townley Lord of the Baptist 
World Alliance and Dr. Ernest A. Payne, gen- 
eral secretary of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, left London April 29 on a 
visit to Budapest. They went at the invitation 
of the Baptist Union of Hungary. They expected 
to be away from London about one week. 


All-Scotland Crusade Sets Record 


With a final rally in Hampden Park stadium, 
the largest in Europe, Evangelist Billy Graham 
concluded his six-weeks “Tell Scotland” campaign. 
Crusade officials said 805,000 persons attended 
the 40 meetings in Glasgow. The last service 
drew 100,000. 

By direct addresses, television, and telephonic 
relays, the evangelist’s message reached 2,547,365, 
the greatest audience of his ministry. In his 
twelve-week campaign in London in 1954, 2,047,- 
330 heard Billy Graham, by relay or directly. In 
Glasgow 52,253 persons made their decisions for 
Christ, in London 38,477. 

Reporting in the April issue of the Scottish 
Baptist Magazine, Edward Campbell states, “No 
royal personage ever received a warmer welcome 
than that extended to Dr. Billy Graham on Satur- 
day, March 19. . . . Seven hundred people waited 
in the City Chambers to share in a reception 
given by the Lord Provost and the Magistrates. 

. . Saturday night brought 7,000 people to 
the Kelvin Hall which has been transformed into 
a temporary sanctuary. . . . Glasgow Cathedral 
opened jis doors for the Sunday afternoon service. 
. .. In the first three nights of the Crusade there 
were 1,160 decisions for Christ, the highest for 
the first three services in any crusade anywhere 
in the world.” 

After a return visit to London, in mid-May, Dr. 
Graham goes to Paris and other cities of Europe. 








Australasia 


Australia 


The worst floods New South Wales has ever 
experienced caused acute suffering and destroyed 
considerable church property among the Baptists 
of Maitland and Dubbo. At the same time the 
disaster called forth heroic effort and generosity 
on the part of Baptists in all parts of Australia. 

The officers of the Baptist Union got in touch 
promptly with the pastors in the stricken areas, 
and without waiting for offerings to be taken 
for relief, dispatched funds that were available 
for general use to the Baptist organizations. The 
Maitland Road Church hall became a warehouse, 
with supplies of clothing, food, and medical needs. 
The Baptist relief workers obtained a_ truck 
which could get through flooded areas, and with 
a special permit, delivered supplies to stranded 
families. Boats were procured to reach those 
who could not be reached with the truck. 

Local flood relief workers were urged to call 
on the Baptist center for what they needed. From 
Newcastle came a query: “I suppose this is 
an impossible request, but could you send us 
some green vegetables? There’s not a green to 
be bought in Newcastle.” By seven o’clock next 
morning a truckload of carrots, peas, beans, and 
tomatoes purchased in Sydney markets by a Bap- 
tist Union official was on its way north to New- 
castle. 

Pastor and Mrs. Norman Chambers of the 
Dubbo Church, newlyweds of only a few weeks 
and in their first pastorate, opened their home to 
the homeless, and overnight had 18 refugees sleep- 
ing in the manse, the church, or school hall. He 
organized relief parties to remove furniture from 
homes, and wearing only a swim suit he forced 
his way through the flood to reach and reassure 
his members. 

Only five families of the Dubbo Church were 
above flood level. Some members barely escaped 
drowning; one was rescued from a roof top by 
helicopter, when he was at the point of exhaus- 
tion. One young couple married a month before 
in the Baptist church found their home suddenly 
surrounded by water, and lost the entire contents 
of the house, new furniture, the trousseau, and 
all. Homes not yet touched by the flood were 
damaged by sewage when sewer pipes burst. 

Food, clothing, and blankets were distributed 
by the Baptist relief workers directly to the people 
standing among the ruins of what had been 
pleasant, well-furnished homes. One pastor re- 
ported: “People are funny about going to depots; 
these country people are an independent race, and 
care not for charity, unless they give it. We found 
the way to their hearts.” 

The Flood Relief Fund, publicized through the 
national Baptist paper, had received within two 
weeks of the disaster contributions totaling £3,296, 
with many churches still to be heard from. 





Europe 


Italy 


The Baptists of Italy were represented in the 
Federal Council of Italian Evangelical Churche 
which recently issued a statement denying tha 
Protestant groups are permitted to function freely 
in that country. The statement was made iy 
reply to a declaration of the -Interior Ministry 
that the freedom of non-Catholic cults was fully 
guaranteed in Italy. 

“If the Interior Ministry is sincere in its pro. 
fession of religious liberty in Italy,” the Council 
statement said, “its pronouncement should be 
made in the form of a general directive to local 
police authorities—as we have repeatedly p. 
quested.” 


Latin America 
Bolivia 


The Bolivian Baptist Union, holding its fifth 
convention since its incorporation, approved for 
the first time the ordination of its pastors. There 
are twelve national pastors. Five new churches 
were received into the union, making a total of 
33. Membership is now 1,218, of whom 13) 
were baptized during 1954. The Union sponsors 
55 Sunday schools with an average attendance 
of 2,738; nine women’s societies with attendance 
of 348; and 23 Vacation Bible schools, which 
last year attracted a total of 1,280 children. 

The meetings were held in the Baptist seminary 
during the national Carnaval. Simultaneously, 
200 Bolivian Baptist young people were holding 


a retreat or camp at Guatajata, and five young} 


men responded at the consecration service, offer- 
ing themselves for the gospel ministry. 

The Union re-elected President Victor Tocacari 
and Treasurer David Branez, both of Oruro; and 
elected Luis Araya of La Paz, an announcer on 
the Southern Cross Radio Station as vice-presi- 
dent; and Mr. H. Orapeza of Cochabamba as 
secretary. 


Cuba 


The Western Cuban Baptist Convention was 
held April 4-8 in Pinar del Rio with 368 present. 
This convention reports 84 churches in the four 
provinces of West Cuba, sponsored by the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Convention, U.S.A. 
The 8,000 church members contributed $20,000 
for mission work, and a total of nearly $130,000 
for all causes. Evangelism was the emphasis 
throughout the Convention, according to the sec 
retary, the Rev. A. E. Corugedo of Matanzas. 


Panama 


The first evangelical church among the Sat 
Blas Indians was organized early in February 
on the island of Aligandi, off the coast of Panama, 


Central America. The leader of the group, Dr. 
[onnie Iglesias, had studied in the United States 
and married there, and for more than twenty 
years has been engaged privately in mission work 
among his own people. Many of the Indians 
had become believers, and had repeatedly asked 
for a missionary to live with them. 

On January 28, at the instructions of the Home 
Board, Southern Baptist Convention, the pastor 
of Panama City First Church and Missionary 
rR. G. Van Royen visited Aligandi and met with 
the leaders, spent three days with them conduct- 
ing a study of Baptist beliefs, church policy and 
organizational methods. Two of the San Blas 
men returned to Panama City with the pastor 
md missionary, joined the church, were ordained 
by that church, and went home to Aligandi to 
assume leadership of the believers. At a service 
thirty-one presented themselves for baptism, and 
they became charter members of the new church. 


North America 


American Baptist Convention 


Three major items of denominational business 
will be considered by the American (northern) 
Convention in session at Atlantic City May 18-24: 
action relating to the integration of the two Home 
Mission Societies and the two Foreign Mission 
Societies; suggestions on further steps in re- 
organization of the Convention itself; and the 
location of denominational headquarters. 

Editor John Calvin Slemp of Missions, comment- 
ing on the second item, says: “That reorganiza- 
tin of our entire convention ... is long over- 
due, is obvious to anyone acquainted with the 
facts. But we must make sure that any reor- 
ganization that may be made shall be in keeping 
with basic American Baptist concepts of demo- 
cracy. We must continue to function as Baptists, 
not as Presbyterians or Lutherans or Episcopa- 
lians.... Our Baptist democracy must be pre- 
served and strengthened.” 

The major headquarters of the Convention, 
now New York City, may be moved to the mid- 
west, to be more centrally located in respect to 
the center of population and church membership 
in the Convention. 


Southern Baptist Convention 


The Historical Commission has issued to the 
state Baptist papers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention a bound volume of 69 400-word news 
articles under the common heading “17th Century 
Baptist Press.” Each article carries a different 
2column headline, and a release date. 

“Strictly an appetizer,” Dr. Norman Cox says, 
‘for a people who have no interest in church 
history.” As secretary of the commission, Dr. 
Cox conceived the idea of presenting the history 
of American Baptists in modern news style. He 
lected the incidents, Judson Allen did the re- 


search, and Reuben Herring wrote the news- 
features. The articles were mimeographed on 
legal-size paper, and sent to the editors gratis, 
but to safeguard the material against distortion 
and misuse they were copyrighted by the Histori- 
cal Commission. Each is carefully documented. 

Any Baptist editor interested in securing the 
volume for his own paper, or for his library, may 
request it of Dr. Cox, 127 Ninth Avenue, North, 
Nashville 3, Tennessee, U.S.A. 

Newspaper advertising will be proposed to the 
Convention in session May 18-21, as a means of 
telling other people what Baptists believe. The 
messages will be prepared in popular style, and 
set up in 2-column 10-inch space, in mat form, 
to be sold to local Baptist groups at cost. The 
first advertisements should be available in Octo- 
ber, if the Convention adopts the proposal. 


Meet the Associate Secretary 
Walter O. (for Oliver) 


Lewis, native of Stan- 
berry, Missouri, U.S.A., 
was educated at William 
Jewell College, Southern 
Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, the Universities 
of Berlin, Erlangen, 
Halle and Leipzig, Ger- 
many, with doctor’s 
degrees from Southern 
and from Erlangen. He 
was ordained in 1897, 
and held pastorates in St. Louis and St. Joseph, 
Missouri. From 1910-22, he was professor of 
philosophy and religion at William Jewell College. 
He then became European representative of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society, serv- 
ing in Russia with American Relief Administra- 
tion the winter of 1922-23. In 1939 he was elected 
general secretary of the Alliance, and in 1948 
he became associate secretary and director of 
Baptist relief in Europe. He and Mrs. Lewis have 
two sons. They make their home in London. 


The “ninth-hole Sunday school” for caddies 
of the Louisville (Kentucky) Country Club is 
a project of Broadway Baptist Church, once a 
downtown church, now located near the golf 
course. It began when the pastor, the Rev. Edwin 
Perry, saw a professional golfer bawl out a caddy 
for trying to steal a dozen golf balls. The boys 
who caddy come from a tough neighborhood on 
the river. Now every Sunday the church’s bus 
goes for them, and Sunday school begins at 8:15. 
No Sunday golfer is permitted to have a caddy 
before Sunday school is over. 

The teacher is Bernie Alwes, 38-year-old sign 
painter, once a resident of the same neighborhood 
as the caddies, and a caddy himself. He uses 
chalk talks to tell the boys about God and the 
Bible. 








The 1954 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, an 
annual offering in memory of a missionary to 
China, made in connection with a week of prayer 
for foreign missions, by the women and young 
people in missionary organizations of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, has now reached a total 
of $3,918,934. This is an increase of $316,390 
over the final 1953 total, and the books on the 
1954 offering would not be closed for another 
week when that report was made. 


Baptists in the U.S.A. will hold annual con- 
ventions this month: The American Baptist Con- 
vention May 18-24 in Atlantic City, New Jersey; 
the Southern Baptist Convention May 18-21 in 
Miami, Florida. 


The one-millionth postwar immigrant is ex- 
pected to arrive in Australia before the end of 
1955, according to facts given at the sixth Austra- 
lian Citizenship Convention. The Rev. F. A. 
Marsh reminds the churches of the Australian 
Baptist Union that they have a special service to 
render the migrant, because “the Christian faith 
is basic to good citizenship.” 


Twenty-two Baptist preachers and song lead- 
ers left Dallas, Texas, by air April 19 for Alaska. 
They conducted simultaneous revivals for two 
weeks, as a part of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention’s 1955 evangelistic crusade among 29,- 
000 churches. 


Kanto Gakuin University, founded in 1918 at 
Yokohama by the American Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Society, is soon to have a chapel large enough 
for its student body of 2,000. Dr. William Axling 
has offered the income from the sale of his new 
book Japan at the Midcentury for this purpose. 
The school lost its original chapel, built in 1939, 
in the great air raid of 1945. 


The LaChorrera Baptist Church, in one of the 
larger towns of Panama, Central America, gives 
45 per cent of its total income to mission work. 
The Sunday school attendance averages 200. 


Soviet slave labor camp conditions are de- 
scribed by a former prisoner of the U.S.S.R. in 
a series of newspaper articles captioned “I was a 
Slave Laborer” (copyrighted by North American 
Newspaper Alliance, Inc., 1955). In one article, 
the author John H. Noble says: “The Baptists 
[in Vorkuta camp] all sat together and prayed 
during the evening meal. When a guard came 
over, they said they were just talking.” 


A Canadian Baptist Church at Hibernia, New 
Brunswick, was forced to sell its property when 
the area was chosen for a military training center. 
Before the church disbanded, it voted to divide 
the proceeds of the sale of the property between 
the Home Mission Board of the Canadian Baptists, 
and the United Baptist Bible Training School 
at Moncton, N.B. The school received a check 
for $4,500 in March. 





Seventeen Sunday school classes for childre, 
are being held in parked cars near Northwey 
Baptist chapel, Miami, Florida, until the foy. 
year-old church with 507 members can build jt 
educational plant. Church people who call 
prospective members invite them to “come and 
bring your own classroom. God is in the driver; 
seat at our church.” 


Okiahoma Baptist boys, members of the nis. 
sionary organization “Royal Ambassador,” yjjj 
tour Mexico in July, by bus, visiting missions of 
the American and Southern Baptist Conventions 


Billy Graham and his team will conduct revival 
meetings in Frankfort, Munich, Stuttgart, an 
Nuremburg in late June after visiting Zurich an 
Geneva, Switzerland. They are scheduled fo 
a rally June 30 in the largest stadium in the 
Netherlands, at Rotterdam, attracting an expected 
65,000 from Holland and Belgium. They will be 
in Sweden for a gathering at Gothenberg July 3 
and in Norway at Oslo July 5. 


Airplane crashes in South Brazil took the 
lives of two Southern Baptist missionaries in April. 
A bachelor of twenty-five years’ mission service, 
flying one of the mission board’s five planes in 
use in Brazil, and a young woman appointed 
in 1951, flying in a commercial plane in line of 
duty as a field missionary, were both killed in the 
state of Goias. 


The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
has received two-thirds of its claim of $1,872,000 
for World War II damages to Philippine mission 
property. 


The “universal and fundamental equality of 
rights of Baptist church members” was recognized 
in the ruling of a state Court of Appeals when 
a dispute arose in a Baptist church in Kentucky. 
The point at issue was the validity of the votes 
of church members under twenty-one years of age. 


U. S. Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. 
pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist Church of New 
York City, attended the Asian-African Conference 
in Bandung, Indonesia, in April. “I am going 
to this conference,” he said in a statement pub- 
lished in The Baptist Leader of Birmingham, 
Alabama, “at my own expense, entirely unofi- 
cially. I hope that my presence there as an 
American and above all as a member of the 
colored peoples of the United States will be of 
some value for the peace, understanding, and 
strengthening of brotherhood of our world.” 


Telefolmin, a lonely outstation of New Guinea. 
the scene of a massacre of two white patrolmen 
in November, 1953, which forced Australian Bap- 
tist missionaries to evacuate, has been reoccupied 
by the mission this spring. Expansion into the 
Taraua Valley area of New Guinea has beet 
launched by the missionaries from Australia. 
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